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What is Mindfulness? 

Mindfulness is the practice of being fully present in the moment with an open and non-
judgmental awareness. It involves paying attention to your thoughts, feelings, bodily sensations, 
and environment in a way that promotes clarity and peace. In our fast-paced lives, mindfulness 
provides a way to pause, connect, and engage with life meaningfully. 

From the Buddha’s perspective, mindfulness is not merely paying attention — it is paying 
attention skillfully, ethically, and with discernment. It is part of a path aimed at understanding 
and ending suffering, working together with discernment, ethical conduct, and wise effort. 
“Appropriate” mindfulness captures the nuance that mindfulness isn’t just about being present, 
but being present in a way that aligns with the ethical and liberating direction of the path. 

This kind of mindfulness arises from a welcoming and curious mindset, with deep acceptance of 
the present moment as it is — even when it is uncomfortable or unwanted. As we observe 
carefully, we begin to recognize that this present-moment experience could not be any different 
than it is right now, because countless causes and conditions have come together to produce it. 
Mindfulness helps us recognize which causes and conditions lead toward suffering and 
which lead away from it, loosening craving, softening aversion, and supporting wiser 
responses. In this way, mindfulness supports freedom not by changing the world, but by 
changing how we relate to it. 

Daily Mindfulness Practices 

Incorporating mindfulness into your routine doesn’t require extra time — just a shift in 
awareness. 

Morning Routines 

 Start your day with a mindful breath. Take 5 deep breaths, paying attention to the 
sensation of air entering and leaving your body. 

 Practice a seated or walking mindfulness of breath or body meditation. 
 Set an intention for the day, such as “I will approach today with kindness.” 

During Meals 

 Eat slowly, noticing the flavors, textures, and aromas of your food. Avoid multitasking 
while eating. 

 Pause between bites and appreciate the nourishment your meal provides. 



At Work 

 Take a short mindfulness break every hour. Close your eyes and focus on your breathing 
for 60 seconds. 

 Prioritize tasks mindfully, focusing on one thing at a time. 

While Moving 

 Turn walking into meditation. Notice the feeling of your feet touching the ground and the 
rhythm of your steps. 

 Practice mindful stretching, paying attention to how your body feels in each movement. 

Engaging with Others 

 Practice Active Listening: Focus on what the other person is saying without planning 
your response. 

 Let Others Complete Their Thoughts: Avoid interrupting. 
 Pay Attention to Reactions: Notice how others respond to your words and tone. 
 Be Fully Present: Minimize distractions during conversations. 
 Respond Thoughtfully: Pause before reacting. 

Evening Wind-Down 

 Reflect on the day with gratitude: What moments brought joy? What conditions allowed 
joy to arise? 

 Engage in a calming activity such as journaling or reading. 
 Enjoy a mindful hobby like music or creative art. 

Benefits of Mindfulness 

When mindfulness is practiced appropriately — with discernment, ethical sensitivity, and an 
intention to understand experience rather than control it — its benefits go deeper than relaxation. 

Reduction of Suffering 
You begin to see reactivity, craving, and aversion as processes rather than “you.” This reduces 
the automatic pull of emotional habits and softens daily friction. 

Greater Wisdom and Clarity 
Mindfulness reveals how experience is constructed — how thoughts and interpretations shape 
perception. This supports wiser responses instead of conditioned reactions. 

Emotional Balance and Resilience 
Emotions can be felt without being overwhelming. You develop the capacity to stay present even 
during discomfort. 



Ethical Sensitivity in Relationships 
Awareness of your own reactions increases sensitivity to how your actions affect others, 
supporting more thoughtful and less harmful engagement. 

Embodied Awareness 
You become more attuned to bodily signals of tension, contraction, or ease — often noticing 
reactivity before it turns into speech or action. 

A Shift from Control to Understanding 
Rather than forcing experience to change, you relate with curiosity and acceptance. Less 
struggle, more responsiveness. 

Quick Mindfulness Techniques 

Breathing Exercise: Close your eyes, take a deep breath in, and slowly exhale. Repeat. 

Body Scan: Bring attention through the body from toes upward. Notice sensations without 
judgment. 

Gratitude Practice: Think of three things you’re grateful for right now. 

Mindful Observation: Observe an object for one minute without labeling, just noticing details. 

Tips for Building a Mindfulness Habit: Start small: 5 minutes a day is 
enough. Pair mindfulness with a daily activity. Use reminders. Be kind to yourself:  

Reflection Questions for Group Discussion 

1. What is the difference between simply “paying attention” and appropriate mindfulness as 
described here? 

2. Can you recall a recent moment when you were present but still reactive? What might 
have been missing? 

3. How does recognizing that experience arises from causes and conditions influence 
acceptance? 

4. When you notice reactivity in the body, what does it actually feel like? Tightness, heat, 
pressure, something else? 

5. Have you experienced a shift from trying to control an experience to simply 
understanding it? What changed? 

6. How might mindfulness influence not just how you feel, but how you affect others? 

 

“Mindfulness isn’t difficult; we just need to remember to do it.” – Sharon 
Salzberg 


